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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS 
Statement 

HON ROSIE SAHANNA (Mining and Pastoral) [5.46 pm]: It has been about six months since I was sworn into 
the upper house and I have sat here and listened carefully to speakers on both sides. It has been very interesting 
for someone like me to come into this chamber, find my feet and wait for the right time to have a say. This week 
certainly spiked that and it got me off my seat to have a say. As I said in my inaugural speech, I live by the values 
I was raised on and that is: look, listen and learn. I also made it very clear that I am passionate about Indigenous 
affairs and I want to use my time here to make a difference of change for my people. I love a constructive debate. 
What I do not need is to listen to some white guy from down south talking about my electorate. He has been there 
for a day and all of a sudden he knows everything there is to know about a small town called Fitzroy Crossing. There 
is another white guy who is more concerned about a police dog being present to catch an escaped prisoner from 
Broome Regional Prison. That seems to be more important to him than other issues. Having said that, Indigenous 
affairs is really close to my heart and I will stand up and have a say whenever I can. 
The other thing I want to raise that I am really passionate about is that members can talk all they want about 
Indigenous affairs in general, or Aboriginal people for that matter, but be very clear: it is not one shoe fits all. 
Aboriginal people around this state of WA are different. What fits in Fitzroy Crossing certainly does not fit in Broome. 
What fits here in Noongar country does not fit in the Yamatji country of Geraldton or Gascoyne, so be very careful. 
I just want to remind you non-Aboriginal people to take that into consideration when you want to talk about 
Indigenous affairs. I am one Aboriginal person in this room. I have over 30 years of experience in this field and I will 
not tolerate any crap that you want to talk about Indigenous affairs and I will have a say. Today is the first time 
I have ever come up and said all this, but this is just the beginning of my four-year term here. Thank you.  
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